Why Should a Commercial Producer Use Braunvieh Genetics?

You are probably thinking “well why shouldn’t commercial producers use Braunvieh genetics"? After all, Braunvieh cattle can do it all and we have the research documentation to prove it.  However, every beef breed association in this great nation promotes their breed as “the answer” to:

         Less calving difficulty

         Higher weaning weights

         Faster feedlot gains

         Excellent carcass merit

         Greater cow function and longevity…….and the list goes on. 

So, why should a commercial producer use Braunvieh genetics? Many answers exist, however, probably the most simplistic is “to add value to a commercial producers’ calves”. So, how can Braunvieh genetics add value to a commercial producers’calves? Enter Braunvieh Verified.

A few months ago, the BAA Board approved Braunvieh Verified. So, what is Braunvieh Verified? Braunvieh Verified is a Process Verified Program (PVP). What is a PVP? 

Today, the Japanese fed beef trade requires that US beef product exported from this country be documented to have come from fed cattle that were less than 20 months of age at harvest. The major US packers offer as much as a $35 premium (with tremendous seasonal variation) for fed cattle that are age and source verified depending upon availability. Cattle feeders pay premiums for calves and feeder cattle that are age and source verified to capture the packer premiums. Astute commercial producers participate in a PVP to capture these premiums from cattle feeders. Astute commercial producers buy bulls from breeds that have an active PVP. Braunvieh Verified is your PVP because it provides USDA documentation of how old the cattle are at the time of harvest, their ranch / farm of origin and that they are at least 25 % Braunvieh.

Only three breed associations have their own USDA approved PVP including the American Angus Association (Angus Source), the Red Angus Association of America (Feeder Cattle Certification Program) and the International Brangus Breeders Association (OptimaxX) which require significant finances for initial USDA approval and annual maintenance. Hence, the BAA has opted to work with an independent third party- Samson, LLC that has provided age and source services to the cattle industry since August 2006. Braunvieh Verified has received USDA approval to be a tier under Samson, LLC to provide age, source and breed verification for Braunvieh influence cattle that are at least 25% Braunvieh.

This is NOT a tagging system for seedstock Braunvieh breeders to tag the entire registered calf crop with Braunvieh Verified tags. The is a PVP targeting commercial users of Brauvieh genetics adding value to Braunvieh influence calves, feeder cattle and fed cattle. 

The Braunvieh Verified promotion piece is attached. This will also be distributed to commercial users of Braunvieh genetics and feedyards that have experience feeding Braunvieh cattle and/or have expressed interest in feeding Braunvieh cattle. Ultimately, this will drive the demand for Braunvieh genetics to the commercial sector as it adds value to the commercial producers’ calf crop.

 

To participate, simply call Mark Nelson from Samson, LLC (402 705 3907) or call Samson, LLC (877 726 7661) or www.samson-inc.com.

Other efforts that the BAA has devoted to commercial applications include:

· Expansion of BAA Feedlot list on the website 

· Routine e-mail communication with feedlots about semi-load lots of Braunvieh influence feeder cattle for sale 

· Creation of the Braunvieh Commercial Newsletter – When Profit Matters (to be launched this fall)
You have heard me state many times before that the Braunvieh breed will not grow unless we create a demand for Braunvieh genetics (bulls and females) to the commercial sector. Braunvieh Verified is but one attempt to get this done. We need every Braunvieh breeder to help “spread the good news” about Braunvieh cattle to every commercial producer you know and/or come in contact with and explain how we can add value to their calves through Braunvieh Verified. 

 

